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Policy Networks: The New Paradigm of Public
Administration and Policy Implementation

Yu-hua Lin

Abstract

The study of public administration and public policy is
experiencing a resurgence of research in which attention is turned
back to political institutions. Policy network has provided
important insight into the way in which public policy is made in
Western industry society in the past two decades. Policymaking
tended to fragment as a result of the expansion in the scope of
governmental responsibilities and the increasing complexity of
public affairs. Policymaking are becoming increasingly pluralistic
as the policy process fragments and an increasing number of
groups involved to the policy arena. The reality of the plurality of
policy making gives rise to a range of group and government
relationships that exist in different policy arenas.

How do policy networks fit into the context of the
development of public administration as a paradigm? This article
tries to link the resurgence of neo-manageralism and neo-
institutionalism to the Ostrom’s analysis of developments of
public administration. The key to serve to integrate various
approaches of public administration, new public management and

neo-institutionalism are founded in the core values of policy
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networks. Those are the robustness and viability of the design of
the constitutional system, joint policy making, and responsiveness
of operational choice.

Policy networks have become the new paradigm for the study
of public administration and public policy. Still there are different
arts in the state of the field of policy networks. British and
American scholars conceive policy networks as a model of state
and society relations in an issue area. German scholars treat policy

ne
tworks as a form of governance. Anyway, there is social fact of

policy networks control the process of collective policy making

Key Words: policy networks. Public  policy policy

implementation, new public management, neo-
institutionalism, policy communities, issye

networks, new governance structure.
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