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ABSTRACT

"Constitutions are the product of the times, it is also truc that times change."
Though this is almost 2 platitude, constitutions should and must change with times.
K.C. Wheare ‘argued that forces which cause constitution 10 be changed may operate
in one of two ways. First of all, they may bring about 2 change in circumstances W ich,
of themselves, do not lead to any actual change in the wording of the constitution t0
mean something different from what it used to mean or which disturb its balance.
The second and obvious way in which such forces operate is that they produce circum-
stances which lead to a change in a constitution either by the process of formal
amendment OF through judicial decision or by the growth and establishment of some
customs Of conventions of the constitution. B

In April 1991, the ruling KMT raised a nine-points framework for constitution reform.
For the KMT, this will be the vfizst stage" reform. In this stage, the National Assembly
is asked to abolish the temporary provisions 10 the Constitution: and establish 2 legal
pasis for electing the second National Assembly by the end of this year. In addition,
this stage’s reform continuing the president’s emergency-powers and maintaining sOme
necessary national otganizatioris and laws in limited time (with sun-set clause). By this
way, the Constitution may change and grow successfully.

Key words: constitutional amendment, the first-stage reform, the second assembly
members, contitutional change, proportional repxescntation.
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